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CHAPTER 1

Table 3
Steps in the BLM Land Use Planning Process

Step 1
Identification

of
Issues

This planning step is designed to identify major problems, concerns, or opportunities associ-
ated with the management of public land in the planning area. Issues are identified by the
public, the BLM, and other governmental entities. The planning process is then focused on
resolving the planning issues.

Step 2
Development

of
Planning Criteria

Planning criteria are identified to guide development of the RMP and prevent the collection of
unnecessary information and data.

Step 3
Collect

And
Compile

Inventory Data

This planning step involves the collation and collection of various kinds of environmental,
social, economic, resource, and institutional data. In most cases, this process is limited to
information needed to address the issues. The data required for land use planning decisions is
usually at a broader scale than data required in implementation level planning and analyses.

Step 4
Analysis

of the
Management

Situation

This step calls for the deliberate assessment of the current situation. It identifies the way lands
and activities are currently managed in the planning area, describes conditions and trends
across the planning area, identifies problems and concerns resulting from the current manage-
ment, and identifies opportunities to manage these lands differently. It also forms the basis for
the “No Action” alternative.

Step 5
Formulate

Alternatives

During this step, BLM formulates a reasonable range of alternatives for managing resources in
the planning area. Alternatives include a continuation of current management (no action)
alternative and other alternatives that strive to resolve the major planning issues while
emphasizing different management scenarios. Alternatives usually vary by the amounts of
resource production or protection that would be allowed, or in the emphasis of one program
area over another.

Step 6
Estimation

of
Effects

This step involves estimating the physical, biological, economic, and social effects of imple-
menting each alternative in order to provide a comparative evaluation of impacts in compli-
ance with CEQ regulations for implementing NEPA (40 CFR 1500).

Step 7
Selection

of
Preferred

Alternative

Based on the information resulting from the estimation of effects, the BLM identifies a
Preferred Alternative. The Draft RMP/EIS is then prepared for printing and distributed for a
90 day public review.

Step 8
Selection

of
RMP

Following review and analysis of public comments on the Draft RMP/EIS, BLM makes
adjustments as warranted and selects a proposed RMP. The Proposed RMP and a Final EIS is
then published. A final decision is made after a 60-day Governor’s Consistency Review and a
30-day public protest period are completed. BLM then publishes the Record of Decision
(ROD) and prepares the Approved Resource Management Plan.

Step 9
Monitoring

And
Evaluation

This step involves the collection and analysis of resource condition and trend data to deter-
mine the effectiveness of the plan in resolving the identified issues and achieving desired
results. Implementation of decisions requiring subsequent action is also monitored. Monitor-
ing continues from the time the RMP is adopted until changing conditions require revision of
the whole plan or any portion of it.




